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ABSTRAK

Penelitianini bertujuanuntuk mengetahuFaktor pendorong dan penghambat usaha tani
jagungterhadap perekonomian rumah tangga di BgaAlas darKontribusi usaha tarjagung
terhadap perekonomian rumah tangga petani di BesaAlas. Penelitian ini menggunakan
pendekatan kualitatif dengan studi kasusotang petani jagung dipilih sebagai informan kunci
penelitian. Hasil penelitiarmenunjukkan bahwaJsaha tanijagung terbuki memberikan
kontribusi yang baik terhadap kesejahteraan ekonomi masyarakat, hal ini dibuktikan dengan
tercukupinya kebutuhan hidup mereka dan dapat memberikan biaya pendidikan kepada anaknya
di DesaBun Alas, hal ini tidak lepas dari faktfaktor penduling, yaitu: Banyaknya petani
jagung di Desa Bun Alas, pekerja yang mencukupi, daarl yang cukup luatan subuuntuk
usaha tanjagung, sedangkan faktor penghambatnya, yaitu: modal yang masih terbatas, jalan
transportasi yang masih banyak kerusakarag@ngetahuan yang kurang dalam membasmi
hama terutama yaitibiabi dan monyet. Selain itu peranan kelompok tani memberikan kontribusi
kepada petani, karena dengan adanya kelompokRasiljtas pertanian dari pemerintdhpat
tersalurkammelalui pengurukelompok tanjagungseperti : Bibit dan pupugubsidi pemerintah.
Kata Kunci: , Ekonomi Rumah Tanggdagung, Petani

ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the driving and inhibiting factors of corn farming to the
household economy in Bun Ald#ilage and the contribution of corn farming to the household
economy of farmers in Bun Alas Village. This research uses a qualitative approach with case
studies. 15 corn farmers were selected as key research informants. The results of the study show
thatcorn farming is proven to make a good contribution to the economic welfare of the community,
this is evidenced by the sufficient necessities of life for them and being able to provide education
costs for their children in Bun Alas Village, this cannot &gasated from the supporting factors,
namely: corn farmers in Bun Alas Village, sufficient woskandthe land is quite wide and fertjle
while the inhibiting factors are: limited capital, damaged transportation roads, and lack of
knowledge in eradicatmpests, especially pigs and monkey. In addition, the role of farmer groups
is to contribute to farmers, because with farmer groups, agricultural facilities from the
government can be channeled through corn farmer group administrators such as: Seeds and
government subsidized fertilizers
Keywords Farmers, Corn crops, Household Economics

Introduction
Indonesia is known as an agricultural country, meaning that the majority of
Indonesian people work in agriculture, so thati@dture has an important role in the
national economy. Agricultudeas become part of the lives of most Indonesian people, so
that it is not only the economic aspect but social and cultural aspects, aspects of belief and
religion as well asll aspects of traditin play an important role in the actions of farmers.
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However, from an agriculturatconomic perspective, the success or failure of farmer
productionand the level of prices received by farmers for their production are factors that
greatlyinfluence the behavior and life of farmé¢ts.

The agricultural sector is a very impant sectorThe economies of most developing
countries MatterWe can see this clearly from the role of the agricultural sector in Indonesia
accommodate residents and provide employment opportunities to residgntultural
development needs to datter attention, thougpriority on industrialization policy has been
dropped, but the sectagriculture can have the ability to produce a surplus. it happens
productivity is enlarged so as to generate income for farhigher and make it possible to
save and accumulate capital.

Increasing the standard of living is obtained by farmers in a way increase their income.
To earn their high income carry out various activities by developing various possibilities other
agricultural commodities (farm diversfition) which are economically vialpeofitable if the
farm allows it. Developmernihcome outside of farming (off farm income) will also be very
helpful increase in welfare due to the limited potential of farming, various research shows that
the increas@ income of the agricultural sector will able to reduce the poverty rate.

Corn is a strategic commodity and has economic value. and has the opportunity to be
developed because of its position as the main source of protein carbohydrates after rice.
Besides that, corn plays a role as animal feed for industrial raw materials (including the poultry
industry) and household. Meanwhile, in terms of production, corn competes with each other
other food in the use of land resources, especially on dry land. Teaus lite said that either
directly or indirectly developments in corn prices will also affect commodity prices other in
general or at least for some crop commodities food.

Corn (Zea mays L.) is a grass plant and single seed (monocot). Corn is a vigoreus gras
plant, few clumps with rough stems and ranges frorf3%in height. Corn plant including
seasonal plant species with an age of + 3 mf2ijth¥he taxonomic position of maize is as
follows, namely: Kingdom: Plantae, Division: Spermatophyta, Subdivision: Angiospermae,
Class: Monocotyledone, Order: Graminae, Family: Graminaceae, Genus: Zea, and Species:
Zea mays U3]

Gambar 1. Baby Corn

Baby Corn is corn cobs that are picked when they are still very young and before seeds are
formed. In principle, baby corn can be produced of every kind of corn. But to get high baby corn
yields a special type of corn is required. Baby corn is harvestadaatively young age,9 ie
before the cobs experience fertilization and are still soft. Baby corn has shorter production age so
that the exploitation is more profitable farmers than ordinary corn. Baby corn is classified into



vegetables that are consunfeesh with or without husks or in the form of processed products
presented in preserved cgdas

Agriculture plays a very important role in supporting the economy of the rural
population and slowly overcoming unemployment and poverty. Even thbsgbws a
decreasing trend, the 2020 national statistical data shows that the number of poor people
in rural areas iB019still quite high, namely 14.93 million people out of a total of 24.79
million urban and rural poor people. The poverty line of thpypation in rural areas is
also below the urban poverty lifp.418.51%er capita per month

The data shows that development problems in rural areas need serious attention. This
is important becaudée village has long been the forerunner toftlmation of political
society and government in Indonesia ldmgfore this natiorstate was formed. Social
structures such as villages, indigenous peoples and so on have become autonomous
institutions with their own traditions, customs and laws and dativvely independent.

This is shown, among other things, by the high level of diversity that makes the village
the most concrete bow of the nafish Apart from rice, the food diversification program
with other carbohydrate sources is a very strategic action. Thereforeyeit@ssary to
recognize other types of foodrops, including household income in the economic
sectof6]. The need for food commoadities ischeasing from time to time making this
agricultural suksector a potential for development, oné¢haf potential food commodities

is corn. Corn is one of the strategic cereals and has economic value ancpastheity

to be developed because of itsion as the main source of carbohydraied protein

after ice as well as a source of f¢é{d Efforts to increase corn production are still facing
various problems so that domestic corn production has not been able to meet national
needs[8]. In 2015 national corn pduction reached 19,612,435 tf#js Even though
Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam Province is not the biggest contributor to the corn
commodity, it has great potential for commodity developncemn.

Southeast Aceh district or often called Agara has a corn ar8d,@d0 ha. Agara is a
corn production center in Acelm 1 ha on average it can produce 7.2 tons per ha. Every day
about 75 ha in Agara harvest corn with a production of around 540 tonnes. With a corn price
of IDR 3,200 per kg, it will produce IDR. 1.7 billion per day. So it can be said that corn is one
of the main drivers of the economy in Agara.

In addition to price, human resources, fertilizers and pesticides, other factors Climate
determines the production of agricultural products. Where as it is known that in Southeast
Aceh District as in general other areas in NAD has two climates namelgndmainy. On In
general, during the dry season, the level of corn production decreases, due to water shortage.
While during the rainy season will occur increase in agricultural production. This climate
condition is very impactful for rice farmers becagsen farmers only rely on rainwater for
their crops.

One of the districts that has a fairly large production of corn in the Province of
Nanggroe Aceh Darussalans Southeast Aceh District. The production comes from
several suldistricts and villages, onef which is Bun Alas Village, Leuser District,
Southeast Aceh Regendyield phenomena show that farmers in the village of Bun Alas
have been working on corn farming for several years. Previously, the people of Bun Alas
Village relied on rubber and coco#aptations. However, because production continues
to decline due to age, as well as pests and plant diseases, farmers have turned to farming
corn. It is interesting to see how farmers behave towards their agricultural production
which then has implicationor household economic income from the corn farming.
Therefore researchers are interested in conducting this research.

Geographically, the Southeas+4lte'h3 7Re ghmrctyh

Latitude a®®8026082”" 2F&4ast L ongi-1000dreabowda seah an
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level surrounded by forest Gunung Leuser National Park and Bukit Barisan. North ®ithde
Gayo Lues Regency, East with North Sumatra Province and Kab, East Aceh, South with Kab.
South Aceh and district. Aceh Singkil and the West are bordered by Kab. South Aceh. Formed
on in 1974 with the capital Kutacane, Southeast Aceh District to @iisisted of 16 Districts
and 385 Villages. A total of 282 villages of them located in a valley and 103 located on the
slopes of the Mt. National Park Leuser and Bukit Bafjan

The economic level of the people in Bun Alas Village is still relatively low because there
are still several households that still depend on other people's land for farming. Corn is the
main source of livelihood for the local people. This can be seenm the results of BPS that
most of the people in Southeast Aceh District work as corn farmers. However, there are several
obstacles experienced by corn farmers in Bun Alas Village which affect the economic level,
namely that it is still very difficult taeach the area so that the crops in the village will be
difficult to take out. Road access is very concerning, causing farmers to also have to spend
more money to get their crops out to the warehouse. This is what makes the writer interested
in doing thisresearch.

Method

This research was conducted in October2itZhe village of Bun Alas, Leuser District,
Southeast Aceh District, Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam Provimcthis study the authors used
gualitative methods. The qualitative method is onéhef research procedures that produce
descriptive data in the form of speech, or writing and behavior of people who are observed, and
are expected to be able to producalépth descriptions of speech, writing, and observable
behavior of an individual, grqu particular community or organization. This type of research is
descriptive that is to collect information about the status an existing symptom, namely the
symptom according to what it is at the time research done.

The data collection method used in ttisdy was direct observation in the village that was
the object of researchhe approach used in this study is a qualitative approach with a case study
method that focuses attention on a special incident namely corn fdf@gr¥he qualitative
approach is research that intends toarathnd a phenomenon about what is experienced by
research subject. For example behavior, motivation or action and so forth. Qualitative
description format on This research can be done in the form of a case study. In this study the
authors try to explairhe contribution joint farming to increase household economic welfare in
the village of Bun Alas, Leuser District, Southeast Aceh Regency

The data source is the subject from which the research data was obtained, based on the
source this research dsvided into: a. Primary Data, which is a data collection conducted by
interviewing Farmer Groups, b. Secondary data is a data collection technique in the form of
research, namely data collection is done by reading books, journals, data from the Central
Statistics Agency, and other sources related to the research in qyé&iion.

This research includes field research namely research conducted in the field within the
scope real life. Field Research done by digging data sourced from location or field of research
to respondents who is in the dolFarmers Group in Bun Alas Village, Leuser District, Regency
Southeast Aceh. This research is descriptive, hamely a research that aims to describe as
accurately as possible about something that is an object, symptom or phenomenon certain groups
and answr questions about current phenomena and events.

The researcher chose purposively 15 key informants who were farmers who owned corn
fields as research objeci® obtain data, researchers used interview techniques, documentation,
literature study and datanalysis. Data analysis here used descriptive analysis methods.
Descriptive analysis method is a solving procedure that is investigated by describing and
describing the current state of the subpeud object (a person or institution) based on the facts
that appear as they are2]



Results and Discussion

The production process of corn farming in Bun Alas village starts from the process of
land preparation, plantingweed eradication, pest eradication, fertilization, harvesting,
transportation, dryingshelling, and marketinghe series of production processes lasts for one
growing season or for 4 months to produce output in the form of dry corn which is then marketed
to generate income. Corn farming business income is used by farmers to finance ldousehol
consumption needs. In addition, income from corn farming is the main source of financing for
business operations in the next planting season.

1. Interview Data
The discussion in this section is based on all data collected during field research in
Bun Alas Village, Leuser District, Southeast Aceh District. The data referred to in
this case is primary data sourced from the answers of farmers using interview
guidelines or direct interviews as a medium for data collection or instruments used
for this purpose. From the data obtairsederal answers regarding the contribution
of rice farming in improving the economic welfare of the community in Bun Alas
Village, LeusemDistrict, Southeast Aceh Regency, including regarding the economic
welfare of the people in this village, and regarding the factors that are inhibiting and
driving the farming business. The number of samples in this study were 15 people
who were related tthe process of empowering corn farming, where the sample was
determined purposively (purposive sampling), namely choosing people related to
corn rice farming. The identity of the selected informants was based on several
identificationssuch as: Name, ocpation, age, religion, position, last education,
monthly income and their performance in carrying out the farming busifbkss.
guestions asked were also about their farming business, namely: how many
dependents they have, how large is the land ene®ed,then what things support
their farming business and the problems they always face, and lastly how much this
farming contributes to them

2. Research result
Based on the results of research on the contribution of corn farming to the welfare of
the community in Bun Alas Village, Leuser District, Southeast Aceh Regency, it was
obtained that most of the rice farmers in this village were able to meet their daily
needs. The results of the study explained that corn farming is the main job in the
village, some residents who do not have other jobs make it their main jabciviit
servant Traders and others make this a side job that can add income and economic
prosgerity to their lives. Corn farminig a business that has greater profits compared
to other farming businesses such as rubber and cocoa, the iselscause the land
in the village of Bun Alas is still large for agricultural land, besides that the tand i
the village of Bun Alas is also classified as fertile &griculturebeing that corn
plants are not difficult to care for and the selling price is always stable.

The farmers are interested in running this business, because this corn farming really
makes a big contribution to the welfare of the local community, apart from living in their own
prosperous home, it can be seen that the social spirit of the local community is very compact,
one example is the provision of capital to farmers who want mo. fant limited capital, capital
is something that is very important in managing a business

They can do this with limited capital by borrowing more from people who have excess
funds in their farming business and setting asidadkelts of the previous g€s farming for
farming capital this year, this is very easy because the surrounding commuraitiiighssocial
conscience, although not all farmers can provide capital loans because only a few farmers have
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excess capital, apart from that farming corthiis village can also provide broad employment
opportunities for farmers whather. During the planting season, a farmer who owns land cannot
work on his land alone, in order to achieve maximum results he hires several people to go down
to help with his &rming business, the wages they receive can also add to their household income
because of the labor factor in this village easy to get, then work can be completed easily, because
labor is one of the factors that greatly influences the running or notusiadss

Existing farmer groups are also an additional support for the sustainability of corn
farming in the village of Bun Alas, with this farmer group being an extension of the
government's hand in helping farmehs addition to the supporting factorbat have been
explained, there are several things that hinder corn farming in this village, namely the low level
of knowledge in this village due to the low level of education they have taken throughout their
lives, the low level of education they havedakmakes agricultural production sometimes not
optimal. Then next is the watergiem Farmers in Bun Alas village still expect rainfall as their
main source of water, so that sometimes there is little rainfall, so the process of growth and
development of corn plants can be disrupted which results in crop yields also being affected.
There ae also many transportation routes in Bun Alas village that are damaged. If the rainfall
is high, many vehicles cannot operate, resulting in a delay in the distribution of corn.

The last is th@roblem of capital, this capital problem is a classic probletiné world
of agriculture, especially in Indonesia, meaning that most farmers in Indonesia, especially
farmers in the village of Bun Alas, do not have good money management in farming, especially
with the added price of fertilizers and pesticides. , ahdracosts are getting higher.

Conclusion

Corn farming is proven to make a good contribution to the economic welfare of the people
in the village of Bun Alas, this is evidenced by the sufficient necessities of life for them and
being able to provide eduian costs for their children, this is supported by large enough land
for corn farmingand fertile sufficient workers , many people who farm coas well as the
participation of farmer groupln addition to the things that support it, several problerss al
hinder corn farming in the village of Bun Alas, namely lack of knowledge in farming, natural
factors, and limiteatapital for farmers
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